FORGETTING  PAST ENMITIES.

stone, sandstone and clay convenient to build a second
London. In 1864 my army, composed of near a hundred
thousand men, all accustomed to a northern climate, were
grouped about Atlanta from June to November without
-tents, and were as vigorous, healthy and strong as though
they were in Ohio or New York. Indeed, the whole
country from the Tennessee to the Ocmulgee is famous for
health, pure water, abundant timber and with a large pro-
portion of good soil, especially in the valleys, and all you
need is more people of the right sort.

" I am satisfied, from my recent visit, that Northern pro-
fessional men, manufacturers, mechanics and farmers may
come to Atlanta, Rome and Chattanooga with a certainty
of fair dealing and fair encouragement. Though I was per-
sonally regarded the bete-noir of the late war in your region,
the author of all your woes, yet I admit that I have just
passed over the very ground desolated by the Civil War,
and have received everywhere nothing but kind and cour-
teous treatment from the highest to the lowest, and I heard
of no violence to others for opinions' sake. Some Union
men spoke to me of social ostracism, but I saw nothing of
it, and even if it do exist it must disappear with the present
generation. Our whole framework of government and
history is founded on the personal and political equality of
citizens, and philosophy teaches that social distinctions can
only rest on personal merit and corresponding intelligence,
and if any part of a community clings to distinctions
founded on past conditions, it will grow less and less with
time and finally disappear. Any attempt to build up an
aristocracy or a privileged class at the South, on the fact
that their fathers or grandfathers once owned slaves, will
result in a ridiculous failure and subject the authors to the
laughter of mankind. I, refer to this subject incidentally, lime-er speaker,emy, counties, a flourishing little town
